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Chernobyl as a natural laboratory 

• Dose are still high enough that we 
might anticipate effects on wildlife

• Wide range of wildlife species

• Can study a range of radionuclides: 
Cs-137, Sr-90, Am-241, Pu-isotopes, 
I-129, U-isotopes, Tc-99, C-14

• Published studies contentious
https://radioecology-exchange.org/content/chernobyl-

exclusion-zone
http://dx.doi. org/10.1126/science.aav5570
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Do wildfires increase radionuclide 
mobility?

From 2018 fire: Percentage of 
radionuclide presented in m2 as ash

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/redfire
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Impacts
Impact of large scale fires on wildlife

Radiation and fire – multiple stressors? 
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2016 Red Forest Fire

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/redfire
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